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Part 1
Preliminary provisions

Purpose

The purpose of this Act 1s to provide for democratic and effective local government that recognises the diversity of
New Zealand communities; and, to that end, this Act—

(a)  states the purpose of local government; and

(b)  provides a framework and powers for local authorities to decide which activities they undertake and the manner
in which they will undertake them; and

(c) promotes the accountability of local authorities to their communities; and

(d) provides for local authorities to play a broad role in promoting the social, economic, environmental, and cultural
well-being of their communities, taking a sustainable development approach.
Section 3{d): replaced, on 14 May 2019, by section 4 of the Local Government {Community Well-being) Amendment Act 2019 (2019 No 17).



Subsidiarity
and localism
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RATES (EXCLUDING METERED WATER)

. SALES & OTHER OPERATING INCOME
59%

16%

Small, rural & low-income councils
are under particular pressure

Rates per capita as a % median adult income

Local authority operational revenue by source, year ended June 2018
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The future for local government




Local government
must now own

and drive the change
to make 1t fit
for the future.




Quality local governance
s critical to navigate the
challenges we face over

the next 30 years and
ensure people, place, and
the environment thrive.




Local government needs certainty about its mandate

Local government embracing Te Tiriti o Waitangi
and te ao Maori

Local and central government alignment

New tools for thriving local democracy and strong,
effective governance



Head Start pathway

Simplifying Local Government

Government
proposal:

New unitary
authorities
combining
regional and
territorial
council ;
functions o “"”m“'




We will introduce a streamlined Head
Start pathway for councils that are ready
to develop and progress reorganisation

proposals, with the aim of creating unitary
authorities within a region through
bespoke legislation.




We will legislate for councils not
progressing through Head Start to enter

a compulsory backstop process after
the 2028 local elections.




We will replace regional councillors at the
2028 local elections with an interim body
(for example, a board of mayors, Crown
commissioners, or a combination of both).

The precise model will be confirmed later.
Retaining regional councillors until the
2028 local elections will provide capacity
during a period of substantial change.




Central Government will assess all outline proposals against five criteria:

1. Deliverability: Proposals are realistic and demonstrate how new arrangements can be implemented in a timely manner.

2. Supports the new planning system: Shows clear support for implementing the new planning system - including progress on
spatial and natural environment plan development - and avoids or minimises disruption to that work.

3. Simplifies local governance: Proposes more efficient regional governance arrangements, consolidating decision-making and
improving alignment between a region’s councils.

4. Economies of scale: Supports regional strategic planning and effective delivery of key regional functions (such as transport and
catchment management), and demonstrates responsible and affordable asset management, infrastructure investment, and service
delivery

5. Maintains local voice: Demonstrates fair and effective representation for communities of interest and how decisions will be
made at the local level, balancing urban and rural interests.

Have Your Say

We want to hear from you. What would your preferred future council structure look like for the Timaru district?

Share your thoughts with us by emailing: reforms@timdc.qovt.nz by 5pm June 12, 2026.
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