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A few more 
pieces…

• Rise of the “Anglo 
Sphere”

• Five Eyes
• Indo-Pacific
• AUKUS
• NATO



Early relations:
New Zealand’s connection to the UK

• The Treaty of Waitangi
• Early immigration trends
• World War I & II



The Historical context 

• Small State Theory: 
– power deficit

– need to consolidate resources

• Most British of all Commonwealth

• Uneasy relationship

• Reliance on British voice within 

the EU 



New Zealand’s reaction to Britain joining 
the EEC

• Pragmatic
– UK accession inevitable
– Able to convince Britain 

to give NZ special status 
(Kennaway, p. 72)

– In this debate, NZ was an 
active agent

•   Negative
– Thought that New Zealand 

had been “sacrificed” and 
“abandoned”

– Wished to “cast off many of 
its old Commonwealth 
associations in favour of a 
Euro-centred future” 







“Thirty year war” Bruce Brown (NZ 
diplomat) .



Sheep Meat

• Sheep meat suffered
at expense of butter

• “I am not going to see NZ lamb priced off the 
British housewife’s table” (Margaret 
Thatcher).

• Value-adding



How did New Zealand’s media react to 
Brexit?

• “Key backs UK in EU” The Press 
and Dominion Post

• Brexit would be huge error: 
Bolger (23rd June, NZ Herald)

• “Peters invited to share his ideas 
on Brexit with Lords” (Dominion 
Post, 11th May)

• Brexit was linked with Trump and 
removed from New Zealand



NZ media reaction to BREXIT
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A History of Reluctance…
• 1950s     Missed opportunity for leadership
• 1960s     EFTA; de Gaulle’s double veto
• 1970s     Heath’s “full-hearted consent”
• 1975       First Referendum – 67%
• 1980s     Thatcherism, Bruges Speech, rebates
• 1990s     EMU, Schengen opt-outs
• 2000s     Blair “at the heart of EU”; Euro “5 tests”
• 2013/4   Rise of UKIP & promised referendum
• 2015/6   Re-election and advisory referendum…
• 2017      Article 50 triggered
• 2019      29 March 11pm deadline…
• 2019      31 October deadline…
• 2020      31 January  - Brexit
• 2020      31 December – transition end
Labour & Conservative parties both always divided











NZ, The EU and UK 
• EU-NZ Comprehensive 

Framework Agreement 
(Partnership Agreement on 
Relations and Cooperation), 
2016

• British Membership 
referendum, 2016

• EP approves fast track of FTA, 
October 2017 

• June 2018 – negotiations open
• 2019: NZ Irish and Swedish 

embassies opened



Percentage of Total NZ Trade, 2020

EU, 10.3

China, 
25.3

Australia, 
12.9USA, 10.3Japan, 5.8
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Other, 
32.9





UK-NZ FTA

• All customs duties on all 
products will be eliminated 
between both countries once 
fully implemented

• Immediate removal: for wine, 
honey, onions, kiwifruit, a range 
of dairy products, and most 
industrial products

• Up to 15 years for apples (3 
years), cheese and butter (5 
years), and beef and sheep 
meat (15 years)

• Underlines the urgent need to 
address climate change, and 
commits to working together to 
do so

• Māori Trade and Economic 
Cooperation





Immediate tariff elimination for kiwifruit, wine, onions, apples, mānuka 
honey and manufactured goods

Tariff elimination on almost all fish and seafood, and other horticultural 
products

Easier for a range of service providers to access the EU, including education

Further 38,000 tonnes of sheep meat, 10,000 tonnes of beef, 15,000 tonnes 
more of butter and extra 25,000 tonnes of cheese to the EU

Several firsts: 

Dedicated chapter on Māori Trade and Economic Cooperation

“Sanctionable commitments" to the Paris Climate Agreement

What’s in the EU deal?



‘Trade and Sustainable Development’

‘The most ambitious sustainability commitments in 
any trade agreement ever” European Commission 

(2022) 

“A Party's commitment to effectively implement 
the Paris Agreement under paragraph 2 includes 

the obligation to refrain from any action or 
omission that materially defeats the object and 
purpose of the Paris Agreement (Clause 19.6, 

‘Trade and Climate Change’)”



‘Māori Trade and Economic Cooperation’

• Te Tiriti o Waitangi
• References important Māori terms such as mānuka’ 
• Emphasis on strengthening EU cooperation with Māori owned enterprises
• New Zealand reserved the right to adopt or maintain measures to protect Māori 

rights, interests and duties, and responsibilities. 



The EU’s top trading partners, 2020

China, 16.1
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§ “Some farmers were very grumpy about it, felt very 
shortchanged by it. But, you know, the world keeps turning” 
(Journalist)

§ “For the longest time, the European Union has been a 
competitor” (Stephen Jacobi, trade expert)

§ I get the sense that it's not viewed as highly as we have some of 
the other Free Trade deals that we've signed in the past 
(Journalist)

NZ responses to the FTA



What’s in the 
FTA for the 

EU?

Symbolism

Kick-start of EU trade agenda

Paris Protocol

Geo-Political considerations: EU ambitions in the Indo-Pacific 









• https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/04/05/winsto
n-peters-leaves-nato-meeting-with-a-warning/

https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/04/05/winston-peters-leaves-nato-meeting-with-a-warning/
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/04/05/winston-peters-leaves-nato-meeting-with-a-warning/


Concluding remarks
• History still matters
• Important NZ didn’t choose sides
• New Zealand was surprised by Brexit
• New Zealand seeking new partners
• Both UK-NZ FTA and EU-NZ FTA in NZ‘s favour, with 

more
• FTAs now about geopolitical considerations
• New Zealand‘s place in the world?


